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Programme Director Mr Traore,
Honourable Commissioner for Transport and Energy, H.E. Lerato Mataboge,
Distinguished representatives of the African Union Commissions, 
The International Atomic Energy Agency Representative,
Mr Seth Kofi Debrah, who is connecting online from Austria, Vienna,
Excellencies, Esteemed panellists, delegates, ladies and gentlemen. 
Good morning.
It is a privilege to welcome you to this important side event convened on the margins of the 5th Ordinary Session of the Specialized Technical Committee on Transport and Energy.
We gather at a defining moment for Africa’s energy future.
Across our continent, energy demand continues to rise, driven by population growth, industrialisation, and our collective ambition to achieve the aspirations of Agenda 2063. Yet, despite progress in expanding our energy sources, many of our countries still face persistent challenges such as constrained access to energy, baseload capacity, grid instability, and energy insecurity.  
It is within this context that nuclear energy must be considered, not as a replacement for other energy sources, but rather as a strategic complement within a diversified, resilient, and low-carbon energy mix.
Nuclear power offers reliable, clean, and high-density energy capable of supporting industrial development, stabilising power systems, and enabling long-term economic growth. At the same time, nuclear science applications continue to contribute meaningfully to healthcare, agriculture, water resource management, and industrial innovation across Africa.
Programme Director,
Africa is not starting from zero.
We are guided by strong continental instruments such as the Treaty of Pelindaba, which provides a firm foundation for the safe, secure, and peaceful use of nuclear technology. Several African countries including our host country, South Africa, have operational experience when it comes to nuclear, while others are actively exploring or advancing nuclear power programmes.
However, what remains critical and indeed urgent is the need for enhanced coordination.
The development of nuclear energy is complex. It requires strong Government support, robust regulatory systems, highly skilled human capital, significant investment, and unwavering adherence to international safety, security, and non-proliferation standards.
No single country can address these foundational pillars in isolation.
This is why the initiative led by the African Union Commission and African Energy Commission (AFREC) to develop a Coordinated Continental Framework for Nuclear Energy development in Africa is both timely and necessary. South Africa welcome this initiative and stands ready to support and share experience with AFREC to develop the Continental Nuclear Energy Framework 
Such a framework has the potential to:
· Harmonise regulatory approaches and safety standards,
· Strengthen institutional capacity across Member States,
· Facilitate investment readiness and reduce project risks,
· Promote regional cooperation and knowledge sharing, and
· Ensure that Africa speaks with a coherent and credible voice in the global nuclear landscape.  
Ladies and gentlemen,
South Africa remains committed to supporting continental efforts in advancing peaceful uses of nuclear energy. South Africa’s nuclear programme dates back since 1948. Our 78 years of experience in both successes and lessons learned positions South Africa to contribute meaningfully to this shared journey.
We also recognise the critical role of partnerships:
· With international organisations such as the IAEA,
· With regional institutions such as the following:
·  African Commission on Nuclear Energy (AFCONE), 
· African Regional Cooperation Agreement on Research Development and Training related to Nuclear Science and Technology (AFRA) and 
· Forum for Nuclear Regulatory Bodies in Africa (FNRBA).
· African Energy Commission (AFREC)
· Partnership with the private sector is very pivotal, and 
· Let alone the academia and research institutions.
This side event therefore provides a valuable platform not only to exchange perspectives but to shape a practical pathway forward.
We must move beyond discussion toward implementation.
We must define clear roles, establish workable coordination mechanisms, and identify concrete steps that will enable Member States to embark on nuclear programmes safely, securely, and sustainably.
As we gather here to discuss nuclear energy readiness in the African Continent. South Africa is already defining its role in the next era of global nuclear expansion. The economic recovery, industrial competitiveness, and social stability depend fundamentally on energy security.
South Africa has made decisive progress in stabilising the electricity system. But stabilisation is not transformation. True transformation requires clean, firm and dispatchable power, Long-term price stability, Energy sovereignty, and industrial capability embedded within our own economy.
Nuclear energy remains central to achieving these objectives. South Africa approved the 2025 Integrated Resource Plan which allocates 5 200 MW of capacity to Nuclear Energy that must be deployed by 2039. We also are working to motivate for even higher capacity up to 10 000 MW through the development of a Nuclear Industrialisation Plan to re-establish to full nuclear value chain in the long term. This shows commitment in the implementation of the nuclear programme. 
Our recent completion of the Koeberg Long Term Operation Project to extend both Unit 1 and 2 with an additional 20 years to 2044 and 2045, bears testimony to our readiness for the Nuclear New Build Programme.
Ladies and Gentlemen

We have successfully operated the SAFARI Research Reactor for over 65 years and we about to procure a new Multi-Purpose Reactor (MPR) to sustain our research, isotope production and scientific leadership. 

South Africa possesses uranium resources, advanced fuel cycle experience, research and manufacturing capabilities and a respected nuclear regulator.
The opportunity before us is to integrate these strengths into a coherent national strategy.
We are in addition reviving the Pebble Bed Modular Reactor Technology, a company that is currently being transferred from Eskom to Necsa. 
Necsa has issued an Expression of Interest to look for partners to development of Small Modular Reactor in South Africa.
Ladies and Gentlemen
Any credible nuclear programme must incorporate, safe waste management, transparent governance, long-term stewardship and public engagement.
Our institutions, including the National Radioactive Waste Disposal Institute (NRWDI) and the National Nuclear Regulator (NNR), remain central to maintaining public trust.
In closing,
Let us approach today’s deliberations with ambition, pragmatism, and a shared sense of responsibility.
Africa’s energy future depends on the choices we make today. Nuclear energy, if pursued responsibly and collaboratively can play a transformative role in securing that energy future for the continent.
I thank you.
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